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Die I^ehre dcs Aristoteles iiber das Wirken Gottes. Von Dr. Konrad 
Elser. Minister i. W., Aschendorff, 1893. — pp. viii, 228. 

This book is an expanded Ph.D. thesis, and concerned mainly with the 
opposed interpretations of the Aristotelian ' theology ' typified by Zeller 
and Brentano. After a careful, not to say excessive, examination of every 
passage that has been adduced for either view, the author inclines, though 
not perhaps as decidedly as the case would warrant, to Zeller's interpreta- 
tion. The work contains nothing new, but will be found of service by 
reason of its full references to ancient, and especially scholastic, commen- 
tators of Aristotle. It is well printed and contrasts favorably with most 
German work by its lucidity of style and arrangement. But the author can- 
not always be acquitted on the charge of pedantry as, e.g., (p. 138), where he 
will not allow Aristotle to quote Homer without supposing that the latter's 
expression must be regarded as decisive, of the former's metaphysical views. 
And, as hinted above, the author's learning does not bring out anything 
important or calculated to shake one's belief in the sufficiency of Zeller's 
work. F. C. S. S. 

Makrokosmos, Grundideen zur Schopfungsgeschichte und zu einer har- 
monischen Weltanschauung. Versuch einer Systematik des Kofierni- 
kanismus von Otto Ziemssen. Gotha, E. F. Thienemann, 1893. — 
pp. xvi, 127. 

This little book is intended as a catechism for a cosmic, as contrasted with 
a geocentric, view of the world, which is to combine the results of modern 
science with the ideal consequences which the author thinks it indispensable 
to infer. Its general philosophic basis is approximately that of Lotze's 
philosophy, the difficulties of which do not appear to advantage by being 
brought together into the same or successive paragraphs. It does not, e.g., 
seem easy to combine a belief in creation with the eternity of the uni- 
verse, nor correct to say that ' in the beginning was evolution,' if one means 
that evolution has neither beginning nor end, nor feasible to maintain a 
teleological view after explaining that there is no absolute end (§ n), and 
that relative ends neither are, nor can be, reached. But the book will 
doubtless afford edification to the public to which it appeals. 

F. C. S. S. 

Die Nichteuklidische Geometric Vom Altertum bis zur Gegenwart. 
Eine historisch-kritische Studie. Von Dr. A. Karagiannides. Berlin, 
Mayer & Miiller, 1893. — pp. 44. 

This little pamphlet traces in outline the history of the dissent from 
Euclidean geometry from Apollonius of Pergae to Professor Klein. The 
author's judgment on all these attempts is unfavorable — the non-Euclidean 
geometries are an arbitrary facon de fiarler, and based on a confusion of 
arithmetic and algebra with geometry. But though he brings home to 
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the non-Euclidians an indefensible neglect of definitions in the statement of 
their assumptions, the work, as a whole, will probably be found too slight 
to affect the creed of believers in these Utopian ' spaces.' F. C. S. S. 

Empfindung und Bewusstsein. Monistische Bedenke von B. Carneri. 
Bonn, E. Straus, 1893. — pp. 31. 

In this pamphlet we have a somewhat interesting statement of a theory of 
materialistic monism based on the evolution hypothesis. The author attempts 
to show, amongst other interesting things, how life may arise from non-living 
matter. He says that this derivation of life is maintained by all investigators 
"who are in earnest with the oneness of the world-all." Carneri is one of 
those " earnest " people who get a " oneness of the world-all " by dissolving 
all the higher features of the world-all in its lowest feature. " The Ideal 
World-Spirit is, in its last analysis, materiality." It lies beyond sense. He 
seems to regard the human spirit as simply a function of the material 
organism. But he maintains that the fact that the spiritual life is a creation 
of the material, no more decreases its value than the fact that colors are 
created by the eye, decreases their value. Perhaps this view does not at 
once destroy the instinctive tendency to give the highest value to the 
spiritual life. But does it not put spiritual impulses on precisely the same 
basis as sensual lusts and other products of the material organism ? 

J. A. Leighton. 

The following books have also been received : — 

The Logic of Hegel. Translation and Prolegomena by William 
Wallace, Professor of Moral Philosophy in the University of Oxford. 
Second edition, revised and augmented. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1892-94. 
— Vol. I, pp. xxvi, 404; Vol. II, pp. xx, 477. 

Geschichte der neueren deutschen Psychologic Von Max Dessoir. 
Erster Band. Von Leibniz bis Kant. Berlin, Carl Duncker, 1894. — pp. 
xiii, 439. 

Labour and the Popular Welfare. By W. H. Mallock. London, 
Adam and Charles Black, 1893. — pp. xi, 336. 

Immanente Philosophy. Von Max Kauffmann. Erstes Buch. Analyse 
der Metaphysik. Leipzig, Wilhelm Engelmann, 1893. — pp. 130. 

Zur Lehre vom Inhalt und Gegenstand der Vorstellungen. Eine psycho- 
logische Untersuchung von Dr. Kashmir Twardowski. — pp. no. 

Civilization of Christendom and Other Studies, by Bernard Bosan- 
quet. [The Ethical Library.] London, Swan Sonnenschein & Co. ; New 
York, Macmillan & Co., 1894. — pp. 393. 

Philosophique moral et politique. Etudes par J. E. Alaux. Paris, 
Felix Alcan, 1893. — pp. 409. 

La loi de I'histoire. Par J. Strada. Paris, Alcan, 1894. — pp. 246. 

Les rapports de la musique et de la poSsie. Conside're'es au point de vue 
de l'expression. Par Jules Combarien. Paris, Alcan, 1894. — pp. 423. 



